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Yeroipe /KeHbl

3an barnana, Hycpaitn Anb-Xakk (z1a OyeT )KU3Hb €ro JOJTON) YCIbIIa

O MPUOBITUU B €r0 TOPOJI YEJIOBEKA, KOTOPBIA CYUTAJICS CaMbIM MYJAPBIM U3 BCEX.
Ero wmHTepec OB BBI3BaH, B YACTHOCTH, YTBEPKICHHWEM OTOTO CKPOMHOTO
KPECThSIHHHA O TOM, YTO OH ITyTEIIECTBOBAJI TOAAMH W IPOIIET THICSYH MUJIb,
UCIIBITBIBAsT OOJIBIIINE OMACHOCTH U TPYJAHOCTH B HABOJHEHUSIX, 3aCyXaX, JICJSTHBIX
3UMaxX M CYXHMX IYCTBIHSAX C €IUHCTBEHHOH IENBI0 J0OpaThCs 0 3TOTO JBOPIIA,
KOTOPBIN CUMTAETCA CaMbIM OOTaTeUIIMM U3 KOT/Aa-IMO0O TMOCTPOEHHBIX, YTOOBI
00paTUTHCS K SMUPY, CAMOMY BIHSTEIBHOMY Y€JIOBEKY BO BCEM MHUPE.

Byaydn uMITyTbCUBHBIM | JK€CTOKUM B HCIIOJIB30BAHUH CBOWX IOJIAHHBIX,
OH IIPUKa3aJl, 4TOObI My>KUHMHA OBLI IPUBEJICH K HEMY Cpa3y, YTOObI OH UCIIBITAN €T
MYyJAPOCTh MPOTHUB €r0 TIIECIABHBIX, XOTh U KPACHOPEUMBBIX COBETHUKOB. DTOT
YyeJoBeK ObLI HaMJIeH JBOPIIOBOM CTpakeil B camoil OeqHOW YacTu ropoja, €ro
CKOBAJIU IEMAMH M TPyOO MPOTAIIMIIN IO YIUIAM TOopoja, MPEexae 4YeM OpOCUIIH
nepes; SMUPOM, KOTOPBIA HAAMEHHO cKazal: «Mou nto0u ymeepacoarom, 4mo mol
camvlll Myopwili U3 6cex, Oonee MyOpblu, 4eMm OMmu, yeajdcaemvle COBEMHUKU
genuuatime2o amupa uz ecex. OHU NOMPaAMUIU C80I0 JHCU3HbL HA NpUoOpemeHue
3HaHUU, U Mmvl ymeepaicoaeulb, umo myopee ux? Jlokadicu ceorw myopocms MHe u
MOUM COBEMHUKAM, UU NOCMUSHEM meds CMepmb, KOMOPYI0 HUKMO HUK020a4 He
UCNBIMBLBAT. »
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He wucnyraBmmce M HE CMeACh KPECTbSIHHMH, OJETHII B pPa3OpBaHHYIO H
IPSI3HYIO OJIEKLY, CMENO MOJHSIICS HAa HOTH K U3YMJIEHUIO, BCEX B KOMHATE, IOTOMY
YTO CYIIECTBOBAJ MPABHJIO ABOPLA, YTO BCE, BO BpPEMS peyeil sMupa, JAOJHKHBI
OCTaBaThCSl PACHpPOCTEPTHIMH JO TEX IOp, NMOKa He OyAeT MpHUKa3aHO BCTaTh.
Crpaka momyanach K HeMy, YTOOBI 3aCTaBUTh €TI0 OMYCTUTHCS, HO SMUP, KPACHBIN
OT THEBA, MAXHYJ UM W BBILIIOHYNI: « 060pu Mmyorcuk, ubo smo mocym Obimb
nocieoHue meou C106d, KOmopbwle mvl NPOUSHOCUULL 8 3EMHOU HCUSHULY.

He 06pan1a51 BHHUMAHHA, KPCCTBAHHUH OCTAJICA CTOATb, OTKAIIIJICA H
MCIJICHHO ITOCMOTPCII BOKPYI' Ha KaXXJI0I'0 B BJIACTHOM MaHCPpC YCIIOBCKaA, KOTOpBIﬁ
3HAJI CCpala JII-OIIGI?I U MOTI' YOIOBJICTBOPHUTL CAMbIC UCKPCHHHC KCJIIaHMAA. 3areM oH
IMPUCTAJIBHO IIOCMOTPCII HA 3MI/Ipa Hn HavdaJl.

«Koeoa-mo moum [ocnodunom, Oblnl smup, KOMOpPGLL XHCUL 8 CMPAHe
MHOJICECmB8a KYnYyos u sequxux bocamems. 1 0gopuiu, umo oH Obll camvim 602amuim
IMUPOM, KOMOPBILL KO20A-TUOO HCUT, U POCKOULb, U KPACOMA, KOMOPbLE OKPYHCATU
€20 60 0sopye, OLLIU 3penuuem, Komopoe opyeue npasumenu MmoabKo Meumau
yeudemo. OH Obl1 00B0JIEH JHCUZHBIO U UMET YembIpex JHceH, Dbl 00pyYeH ¢ HUMU
scemMu 8 Cmpo2om coomeemcmeuu ¢ 3akonom. Ho eco obewanue omnocumscs ko
6cemM HUM OOUHAKOBO, C PABHOU MUWAMENbHOCMbIO U GHUMAHUEM, He ObLlo
UCNOJIHEHO UM.

Omup modbun ceorw wemeepmyro diceny bonkuc, 6onvue wem Opyeux, u
ooapusan ee ayywiumu xaiamamu u ykpawenusimu. OH yeowan ee cambiMu
NPEeKPACHbIMU OeTUKAMeCamuU, 0asal el 8ce, YMmo OHA JHCeaand, U NPUKa3al CeoUM
pabam yoosnemeopsims 8ce ee Jcelanus u anmasuu. Baikuc ymena npusmuo
2060pUMb, OHA ObLL NOJIHA OCMPOYMUS U OMOpd, 0abbl obrecuamv Opems
VIPABIeHUsL 20Cy0aps IMUM MO2YULeCMEEHHbIM YAPCMBEOM.
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Omup 106U €010 MPEmblO HCEHY HOUMU MAK JKHce, KAK U C8010 Yemeepmyio,
U pezyiapHO NOKA3bIBANl ee, 3A8UCMHUKAM U3 COCeOHux Koporeecms. Ee 3sanu
IDicamuns, nomomy umo oHa OvLIA CAMOU KpACUBOU U3 8cex dceHwuH 8 mupe. Ee
dopmbl, ee usdawecmeo, ee cmex, ee He}iCHvle JIACKU Obliu NIeHUMenbHbl Ha
CMOJIbKO, Yem Mo Obl npedcmasums cebde 110001 yenosek. QOHAKo IMUP ONaAcaics,
Umo 0OHANCObl NPEKPACHAS []ocamuiis ocmasum e2o0 Yuos K Opy20My; HOMOMY Ymo
MHO2Ue bo2amble U 61ACMHble 00U HCeNanu ee, U OH CAbIUUAT, KAK OHA 2080pUId,
Ymo 3a ee Kpaxcy 00ewan OSPOMHbIL BbIKYN GENUKUM CONEPHUKOM IMUPA U3
0aeKou Cmpamsl.

Imup maxace 100U CBOIO BMOPYIO HCEHY, NOMOM) UMO OHA ObLILA €20 CAMbIM
OMUZKUM YeNlogeKoM U 8ce20a Oviia 0obpa, sHumMamenvHa u mepneausa ¢ Hum. Ee
3eanu Xyoa, u 8cakuil pas, Koeoa OH CMAIKUBAICS C OULEMMOU, OH 008epsl ell, U
OHA NOMO2ANA eMy npuLimu K Myopuim peutenusim. Moo Xyoa Oviia nponuyamenbHa
8 6onpocax O1a20coOCmMosHUA U ObLIA 2NABHOU NPUHUHOU MO20, YMO IMUP MO2
NIAmumo 3a J10SIbHOCMb 0BOPSIH U3 NPOBUHYULL €20 KOPOe8CMEd.

Oonako nepeas oicena IOmupa Xamuoa Oviia camoli B6epHOU U3 BCeX.
Hecmomps na mo, umo ona 6nocuna 60160l 86K1a0 8 N0OOepIHcaHUe e20 300P08b3l,
bocamcmea u e2o Koponeecmea, y Hee He ObLI0 OCMPOYMUS U IOMOPA 4emeepmoll
orcenvl, bonkuc. U y Hee He ObLI0 60CXUMUMENTbHOU KPACOMbL U 4)Y8CMBEHHOCHU
IDicamunvl, mpemuveil dcenvl. M y Hee He ObL10 PUHAHCOBOU NPOHUYAMENTbHOCHU
Xyoul, emopoti oceHvl. Imup He noo6un Xanudy, on noumu He 3ameqan ee
HOCMOAHHO20 NPUCYMCMEUS Y €20 HO2, HeCMOMPS HA MO, YO 3HAJ ee YEeHHbLU 8K1A0
6 e2o ycnex. Tem ne menee, HecMOmMps HA IMO, OHA OUeHb TIOOULA €20 U CIYHCUNA
emMy 6epoll u npasootl Onem u Houwvlo. Ho npu éceii ee nosanvHocmu, OH OMHOCACA K
Hell He Iyuuie, YeM K pabe u eé 0asce 8blCMeusanu NoUmeHHble COBEMHUKU DMUPA. »

B 3ane mapuia I1oJiHasad THUIIWHA, IIPCPbIBACMas JIUIIb OOBIYHBIM TSKEJBIM
XPHUIIOM JbIXaHWA SMHUPA, BBISBBAHHOI'O IrogaMH U3JIMIICCTB. erCTBHHI/IH OTJIAHYJICA
Ha BCCX C OCTPBIM U INPOHHULATCIIBHBIM B3ITIAA0M W, HAKOHCI[, OCTAHOBUJI B3IJIAd HA
9MHUPE, KOTOpBIﬁ C HCAOYMCHHUEM YCTAaBUJICA HAa HECT'O B OTBCT.
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«Oonaoxcovt moti I'ocnooun, no eone Annaxa Bcedepoxcumens, msdiceno
3abo0nen, u, 3HAs, YMO eMy OCMALOCL MAl0 8PEMEHU U YMO OH 6CKOpe nomepsem
POCKOWb U HACAANACOCHUS C80ell 602amoll HCUHU, OH cKa3al cebe: «Y mensa ecmo
yemuvlpe HCeHbvl - padoCmb HCU3HU, O1A20CI08eHUE 8eYHOCMU U 3a8ucmb Opyaux. Ho
K020a 5 YMpY, 51 OCMAHYCb 00UH. Y MeHs 0Cmanocs 8ce2o HeCKOIbKO YAco8 8 IMoM
mupe, no3momy s no208opio ¢ bankuc, moeil 106UMOU YemBepmol HCeHOU, NOMOMY
Umo OHa CKopee 8ce20 3axouem NPUcoeoUuHUmscs Ko MHe 8 geunocmuy. Ilpuszvieas
CB8010 Uemeepmylto JHceHy, oH ckazan eul. «bankuc, mosa osnobrennas, s nonoobun
mebs Oofee, yem JOOVIO U3 HCEHUWUH, HAOeNUl mebsi NPeKpacHol 00exCool U
sabomoii. Tenepw, Ko20a s ymupaio, mol nociedyeutb 3a MHOU U 0yoeulb pOOM CO
mHuou?» «Hem, moti 2cocnooun!»- omeemuna ouna. « Tet cmap u 0ondcen uOmu 0OuH,
nOmMoMy 4mo s euje Moa00a U o010 HCUu3Hb O0bULE, YeM KO20a-TUO0 noouila meos
u 8ullldy 3amydic 3a eusups Ao6oyny, koeoa mel ympeuiby. M 3uasn, umo smup Ovln
CUUKOM WOKUPOBAH U OCNAbIeH, YmooObl 0adxce Omeemums, OHA NOBEPHYIACH U
yuna 6e3 cnos. Ee omeem obpywiuncsa kak ocmpwiii HOXHC NPAMO 8 e20 cepoye, U OH
ObLT OuLeIoMIIeH 20peM, NOMOMY UmoO IMO OblIA HCeHd, 0 KOMOPOU OH 3a00MUICs
8cem ceoum cepoyem u 002amcmeom, a OHA 0adxce He Xomena uomu 3a e2o cagaHom!

IIpexpacnas /picamuns, e2o mpemusi dceHd, HenpemeHHO nociedyem 3a HUM
U yKpacum e2o cgoeti Kpacomoti 8 6yoyweul scuznu. Mmax, neuanbhviit ImMup 6v136ai
Iicamuny, eco mpemvio dnceHy, u ckazan eu: «/{ocamuis, mMos 8031100J1eHHASA,
JII0OUN mebsi 8CIO CB8OI0 IHCUZHb, UMUL U YKPAULAT MBOI0 Kpacomy, 0enas mebs camou
JHCENIAHHOU JCeHUWUHOU 80 6cem mupe. Tenepv, koz0a s ymuparo, msl Oyoeulv
cnedosams 3a MHOU u 6yoeutb poom co muotl?y» «Hem, moti cocnooun!»- omeemuna
oHa. «Kuznw cauwkom xopouia! Kozoa mul ympeuis, 51 6vitidy 3a meoe2o u3z6euHo2o
epaza smupa XycetiHa, NOMOMY 4mMoO OH NPEONONCUL MHE 3aUWUMY Om HUuemsl u
Makxyl dice pockouwiHyto dHcusHvy. Kozda ona nosepuynace u ywina, e2o cepoye
nO2PY3UNOCH 6 2NYOUHbL OMYAAHUSL U XO0J100d, CMepmb KOCHYIACh e20 niedd, ubo
mepneHue, kaxk ycmanosun I'ocnoow, He asisemcs docmourncmeom Cmepmu.

B omuasanuu menepov smup 6vizean Xyoy, c60i0 6mopyio dHceHy, U CKA3aL:
«Mos so3ntobnennasn Xyoa, st 6cecoa obpawaincs Kk mebe 3a HOMOWbIO, U Ml 8ce20d
oviia psaoom, umobwl npasuibHo cosemosams mHe. Koeoa s ympy, mul O6yoeutb
cnedosams 3a MHOU U Oyoeutb pssoom co MHoUu?» «Hem, moti 20cnooun, s He Mocy»,
- omeemuna oHa. «A 6y0y cieoums 3a meoeil 2pobHUYel, HO He bollee mo2oy, -
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ckazana ona u ywina. Ee omeem epsanyn kax monanus, u o1 Ovli onycmouier, u 0ymal,
umo OH coscem 00uH, be3 Opyea, umo noooepicum e2o, u 6e3 mosapuwia, umo
notioem ¢ Hum 8 Cmepms, KOMOPAsL yice CMOLA PAOOM C HUM. »

Ho 6dpye pazoanca eonoc: «l'ocnoou ... s yiidy ¢ moboi u notuody 3a mooot
Kyoa yeooHoy». Koponv nocmompen enus, sma 6wina nepsas odcena Xanuoa,
ymawaswas emy Hoz2u maciom. OHa Oblia MOHKOU U NOMPecKaguieucs om
Hed0eOaHus U npeHedPeHCeHUst, U OCYHYBULASCS OM NOCTNOSHHBIX NOKIOHO8 KAHCOOU
e2o npuxomu u gaunmasuu. Ouenv ocopueHHbll, IMup ckazan: «/Jopocas Xanuoa,
MOS1 nepeas 1oobumasl Jcena, Kaxk owvl 51 xomes, ymoowl s 3a00muacs o mebe, Ko2oa
Y MeHs ObLl MAKOU WAHC, NOMOMY Yo Mol OUCMBUMETbHO eOUHCTNEEHHAS U3 MOUX
yemwipex HceH, Komopas 0elucmeumenbHo aroula meus. Kax 6vt s xomen, umooul 5
3Han 3mMo 00 ce20 cyObOOHOCHO20 4acd.»

3aJ1 ObLI B OIIEJIOMHUTEIIBHON THILIMHE, KOT[a KPECThSIHUH 100aBUI: «B camom
oene, mou I'ocnooun, on 0oxceH bl 3mo 3HaMmb, KAk U ce mvl!»

OrnseB 3aj1, Kak TOT, KTO 3HaeT NTyOMHHBIC TAHHBI BCEX CePJIeIl, KPeCThIHUH
NPOJOIDKIII  oOpamarsCsi K TPUCYTCTBYOmM: «[lo npasde 2cosops, o
nociedosamensx nymu HACLaicOeHus:, y 6cex HAC eCMb Yembvlpe JHCeHbl 8 Hauell
JICUBHU. Hawla yemeepmas dicena - Hauwe meno. Hesasucumo om moeo, ckonw
8peMeHU U YCUULL Mbl Wedpo 3aCmasisiem e2o 8bleisdemy Jyduie, OHO OCMABUMm
Hac, ko2oa mvl ympem. Hawia mpemus dcena - 3mo nawe umyuecmeo, cmamyc u
boeamcmeo. Koeoa mvl ympem, oHo yuioem K Opyaum, mem Kmo HOJAYy4um npuobslis
om Hawiux mpyoos, u He OyOym 3a00Mumcs 0 mom, Kem Mol ObLiU, U OHU MO2YMm
ObIMb 0adiCce HAUUMU CMEPMETLHBIMU 8PACAMU 8 IHCUZHU. »

FJIHIUI Ha OMHpa, OH IIPOAOJIKHIIL «Hawa emopas oicena, o Be/IUKULL
3AWUNMHUK 6epbl, - Haula Cembs U dpyS’b}l. Hezasucumo om moceo, Kem Obl OHU He
ObLIU 0151 HAC 8 IAHCU3HU, camble 60]lbW€€, umo OHU mocym - 9mo Haseuams HAUly
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moeuny. Ho nawa nepsas dcena ...» OH CIeNan may3y U OTJISACICA, «9MO HAUlA
Ooywa. Yacmo npenebpecaemas cmpemieHuem K 0Oo2amcmey, MO2ywecmey u
opyaumu YOOBOIbCMBUAM 21020 MUpa, O0YWA ABIAEMCcs eOUHCMBEHHOU 6eublo,
Komopas 6yoem cnedo8amv 3d HAMU, KyOd Obl Mbl HU NOWIU, €OUHCIMBEHHbIM
UCTMUHHBIM COPAMHUKOM, KOMOPO20 Mbl K020a-1ubo umenu. [loamomy, cosuoavime,
YKpenaatime u bOepezume c8010 OyuLy ceudac, nOmMomy Ymo 9mo eOUHCMEEeHHAs
yacms 6ac, Komopas 6yoem ¢ 8amu 6ce20d, OeticmeumenbHo Ha 8Cl0 6e4HOCb. »

HukTo He Memian u He CMOTPEI B €T0 CTOPOHY, KPECThIHUH MOKJIOHWICS U
J)KJal otBeTa smupa. Ho Benukuii smup barjgana MoJrdan, nedainbHO TSI B 3€MITIO.
Benukuii Mpak CIyCTHJICSI Ha HETO, M OH CEJI Ha TPOH, AyMasi O TOM, YTO CKazall
KPECThSIHUH B TE€YEHHUE JABYX MOJHBIX JHEU, IPEXKIEC YEM BEPHYJICS K CBOUM CTapbIM
3aHsaTusAM. Ho cpeaum ero rocreit ObutM WHBIE, KOTOPBIE OBUIM TTyOOKO TPOHYTHI
CJIOBAMH 3TOT'0 MYy/JIpelia M YIIIJIM U3MEHUBIINCH HABCET/IA, C TIEYAJIbIO M PACKasTHUEM
3a COOCTBEHHOE MPEHEOPEKEHHE K CBOUM JTyIIaM.

HukTo He 3HaeT, 4TO CIAYUUIIOCH C ATUM MYKEM MYJPBIX CJI0B, KOO B TUILIUHE,
YTO CTOSJIa MOCJE €ro 3aKIIOUUTEIBHBIX CIIOB, HUKTO, JAXE CTpaka SMHpPA U
yBa)KaeMbl€ MYAPEIIbl, HE 3aMETUIIM, KaK YUUTEIb cepell, JereHaapaeiii Mycrada
Mynpsiii 13 KopaoBbl, THXO MPOCKOJIb3HYJ uYepe3 JABEPHOU MpPOeM, Y4TOOBI €ro
OOJBIIIE HE BUJICIIH.
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Four

Wives

HE EMIR OF BAGHDAD, NUSRAYN
Al-Haqq (may he live long) heard of
the arrival in his city of a man who
was reputed to be the wisest of all. His
interest was piqued particularly by this
lowly peasant’s claim that he had travelled for
years and thousands of miles, enduring great
danger and hardships through floods, droughts,

by Amelia

icy winters and parched deserts with the sole
purpose of reaching this palace, reputed to be the
most lavish ever built, to address the Emir, the
most powerful man in all the world.

Being impulsive and brutal in the
treatment of his subjects, he ordered that the man
be brought into his presence at once to prove
his wisdom against that of his own conceited
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though eloquent advisers. The man was found
by the palace guards in the poorest part of the
city, chained and roughly dragged through the
streets before being thrown before the Emir who
haughtily said: “My people claim you are the wisest
of all, wiser even than these, the esteemed advisers of
the greatest Emir of all. They have spent their lives in
the acquisition of knowledge and you would claim to
be wiser than them? Prove your wisdom to me and my
counsellors or you will experience a death that no man
has ever endured.”

Far from being afraid, the peasant, dressed
in a torn a dirty robe boldly rose to his feet to the
astonishment of everyone in the room, for it was
palace custom that everyone spoken to by the
Emir should remain prostrate until ordered to
rise. The guards raced towards him to force him
down but the Emir, flushed red in the face with
rage, waved them away and icily spat: “Speak
peasant, for these may be the last words you utter in
earthly life.”

Undeterred, the peasant remained
standing, cleared his throat and slowly looked
around at everyone in the manner of a man of
power who knew men’s hearts and could grant
their fondest wishes. Then he fixed his eyes upon
the Emir and began.

Once upon a time my Lord, there was an Emir
who lived in a country of many merchants and great
riches. It was said that he was the wealthiest Emi
had ever lived and the opulence and beauty
that surrounded him in his palace were a
sight that rulers from far and wide coveted
to see. He was content and happy with life

No matter how much time and effort we
lavish in making it look good, it will leave
us when we die.

However, the Emir feared that one day lovely Jamilah
would leave him for another man; for many men of
wealth and power desired her and he had heard it said
that a great bounty had been placed on her capture by
a great rival of his in a far off land.

The Emir was also fond of his second wife, for
she was his most intimate confidante and was always
kind, considerate and patient with him. Her name was
Huda, and whenever he faced a dilemma he would
confide in her and she would assist him to come to wise
decisions. For Huda was astute in matters of wealth
and was the main reason that the Emir could pay for
the loyalty of the provincial chiefs of his kingdom.

The Emir’s first wife Khalida however, was
the most loyal of them all. Although she had made
great contributions in maintaining his health, wealth
and kingdom, she did not have the wit and humour
of the fourth wife, Balgis. Nor did she have the
ravishing beauty and sensuality of Jamilah, the third
wife. And nor did she have the financial acumen and
astuteness of Huda, the second wife. The Emir did not
love Khalida, indeed he hardly noticed her constant
presence at his feet, despite knowing her valuable
contribution to his success. Yet, despite this, she loved
him deeply and served him loyally day and night.
But for all her loyalty, she was treated no better than
a slave, and was even derided openly by the Emir’s
esteemed advisers.

There was complete silence in the hall,
£

and had four wives, betrothed to him all
in strict accordance with the law. But his promise
of treating them all equally and with the same care
and attention that their dowries had bought, was not
honoured.

The Emir loved his fourth wife Balgis by far
the most and adorned her with the finest robes and
jewellery. He treated her to the finest of delicacies,
gave her whatever she desired and ordered his slaves
to cater to her every wish and fancy. For Balqis was a
delight to speak to, and was full of wit and humour to
lighten the burden of ruling this mighty kingdom.

The Emir loved his third wife almost as much
as his fourth and showed her off regularly to envious
visitors from neighbouring kingdoms. Her name was
Jamilah for she was the most beautiful of all women in
the world. Her form, her grace, her laughter, her gentle
caresses, were more than any man could hope for.

the Emir’s laboured breathing, caused by years
of overindulgence. The peasant looked around
at everyone with a sharp and penetrating gaze,
and finally rested his eyes on the Emir before him
who stared back with bemused annoyance.

One day, my Lord, by the will of Allah the
Almighty, the Emir fell gravely ill, and knowing
that his time was short and that he soon would lose
the luxury and delight of his opulent life, he said to
himself: “I have four wives and a life of delight even
the blessed of eternity would envy. Yet when I die,
I shall be alone. I have but a few hours left in this
world, so I will speak to Balgis, my beloved fourth
wife, for surely she wishes to join me in eternity.”
Summoning his fourth wife he said to her: “Balgis,
my beloved, I have loved you more than any woman,
endowed you with the finest clothing and showered
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great care over you. Now that I am dying, will you
follow me and keep me company?” “No my lord!” she
replied. “You are old and must go alone, for I am yet
young and love life more than I have ever loved you
and will marry your Vizier Abdul when you die.” And
knowing that the Emir was too shocked and weakened
to even reply, she turned and walked away without
another word. Her answer cut like a sharp knife right
through his heart and he was overcome with grief, for
this was the wife he had cared for with all his heart and
material possessions, and she was not even prepared to
accompany him beyond the grave!

But lovely Jamilah, his third wife, would
surely follow him and grace him with her beauty in
the hereafter. So the sad Emir summonsed Jamilah,
his third wife and said to her: “Jamilah, my beloved, I

“Dear Khalida, my beloved first wife, how I wish I
had taken better care of you when I had the chance,
for you are indeed the only one of my four wives who
really loved me. How I wish I had known this before
this fateful hour.”

The room was in stunned silence as the
peasant added: Indeed, my Lord, he should have
known this, as indeed we should all!

Gazing around the hall as one who knows
the deepest mysteries of all hearts, the peasant
continued by addressing the crowd: In truth,
oh followers of the path of comfort, we all have four
wives in our lives: Our fourth wife is our body. No
matter how much time and effort we lavish in making
it look its best, it will leave us when we die. Our third
wife is our possessions, status and wealth. When we

When we die, they go to others who profit from our
labours, and care not who we were, and may even

have been our mortal enemies in life.

die, they go to others who profit from our
labours, and care not who we were, and
may even have been our mortal enemies
in life.

Looking at the Emir he continued:

have loved you all my life and honoured and adorned
your beauty, making you the most desired woman in
all the world. Now that I am dying, will you follow me
and keep me company?” “No my lord!” she replied.
“Life is too good! When you die, 1 will marry your
lifelong enemy Emir Hussein, for he has offered me
protection against poverty and a life as luxurious
as you have led.” As she turned and left his heart
sank into the depths of despair and the chill of death
touched his shoulder, for patience, as my Lord knows,
is not a virtue of Death.

In desperation now, the Emir summonsed
Huda, his second wife and said: “My beloved Huda,
I have always turned to you for help and you have
always been there to advise me rightly. When I die,
will you follow me and keep me company?” “No my
lord, I cannot” she replied. “I will help you to your
grave, but no more than that,” she said and walked
away. Her answer came like a bolt of lightning,
and he was devastated, for now, he thought, he was
completely alone, without a friend to turn to, and
without a companion to accompany him with Death
who was by now right by his side.

Then a voice called out: “My Lord..., I will
leave with you and follow you wherever you go.”
The King looked down, and there was Khalida, his
first wife anointing his feet with oil. She was thin
and bedraggled from malnutrition and neglect and
stooped over from permanently bowing down to his
every whim and fancy. Greatly grieved, the Emir said:

Our second wife, oh great defender of the
faith, is our family and friends. No matter how much
they have been there for us in life, the furthest they
can come is to our graveside. But our first wife...
he paused and looked around, is our soul. Often
neglected in the pursuit of wealth, power and the
pleasures of this world, the soul is the only thing
that will follow us wherever we go, the only true
companion we will ever have. Therefore, cultivate,
strengthen and cherish your soul now, for it is the
only part of you that will be with you always, indeed
for all eternity.

No one stirred or looked up as the peasant
bowed and waited for the Emir’s response. But
the great Emir of Baghdad remained silent,
staring sorrowfully at the ground. A great gloom
had descended upon him and he sat on his
throne thinking of what the peasant had said for
two full days before he returned to his old ways.
But there were others amongst his guests who
were deeply touched by the words of this wise
peasant and went away changed forever, with
sorrow and contrition for their own disregard
for their souls.

No one knows what happened to this
peasant of wise words, for in the silence that
followed his concluding words, no one, not
even the Emir’s guards and esteemed wise men,
noticed as the teacher of hearts, the legendary
Mustafa the wise of Cordoba, slipped silently
through a doorway never again to be seen.
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